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GROEI

Missie van FIT 
Het agentschap heeft als missie om door zijn 

binnen- en buitenlandse netwerk bij te dragen tot:

▪ de duurzame bevordering van de export en 

internationalisering van ondernemingen in 

Vlaanderen door kwalitatief hoogstaande 

en specifieke diensten aan te bieden;

▪ de duurzame stimulering van de 

economische groei van Vlaanderen door 

een substantiële rol te spelen in het 

aantrekken van nieuwe buitenlandse 

investeringen en door bestaande 

buitenlandse bedrijven te verankeren in 

Vlaanderen.

JOBS WELVAART
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Binnenlands network
Flanders Investment & Trade





WERELDWIJD  
NETWERK
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Trade
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Invest





Vlaanderen sterker op de kaart
Vlaanderen Versnelt! 



Flanders360.com
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Tech-export

Tech-investeringen

Connectiviteit

Regiobranding
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Tech makes Flanders tick



■ Shift – wereldeconomieën 

■ Competitiviteit behouden 

■ Economy drivers: gezondheid, digitalisering, klimaat 

■ Ambitie Vlaanderen Top 5  innovatieve regio’s 

■ Sterktes van Vlaanderen niet genoeg gekend
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Uitdagingen











The State of 
Flanders’ Startup 
Ecosystem
2022

April 2022



Flanders is well positioned in terms of value compared to similarly-
sized ecosystems across Europe and shows promising growth.

Source: Dealroom.co  
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Growth
in ecosystem value, 2016-2022
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Ecosystem Value
Combined enterprise value (2022)

https://app.dealroom.co/companies.startups/f/company_status/not_closed/company_type/not_service%20provider_government%20nonprofit/growth_stages/not_mature/has_website_url/anyof_yes/regions/anyof_North%20Rhine-Westphalia/tags/not_outside%20tech?showStats=true
https://app.dealroom.co/companies.startups/f/company_status/not_closed/company_type/not_service%20provider_government%20nonprofit/growth_stages/not_mature/has_website_url/anyof_yes/regions/anyof_Greater%20Helsinki%20Area/tags/not_outside%20tech?showStats=true
https://app.dealroom.co/companies.startups/f/company_status/not_closed/company_type/not_service%20provider_government%20nonprofit/growth_stages/not_mature/has_website_url/anyof_yes/regions/anyof_Catalonia/tags/not_outside%20tech?showStats=true
https://flanders.dealroom.co/companies.startups/f/all_regions/anyof_Flanders/data_type/anyof_Verified/regions/anyof_Flanders/tags/not_outside%20tech?sort=-valuation
https://app.dealroom.co/companies.startups/f/company_status/not_closed/company_type/not_service%20provider_government%20nonprofit/growth_stages/not_mature/has_website_url/anyof_yes/slug_locations/anyof_estonia_lithuania_latvia/tags/not_outside%20tech?showStats=true
https://app.dealroom.co/companies.startups/f/company_status/not_closed/company_type/not_service%20provider_government%20nonprofit/growth_stages/not_mature/has_website_url/anyof_yes/slug_locations/anyof_portugal/tags/not_outside%20tech?showStats=true
https://app.dealroom.co/companies.startups/f/company_status/not_closed/company_type/not_service%20provider_government%20nonprofit/growth_stages/not_mature/has_website_url/anyof_yes/regions/anyof_North%20Rhine-Westphalia/tags/not_outside%20tech?showStats=true
https://app.dealroom.co/companies.startups/f/company_status/not_closed/company_type/not_service%20provider_government%20nonprofit/growth_stages/not_mature/has_website_url/anyof_yes/regions/anyof_Greater%20Helsinki%20Area/tags/not_outside%20tech?showStats=true
https://app.dealroom.co/companies.startups/f/company_status/not_closed/company_type/not_service%20provider_government%20nonprofit/growth_stages/not_mature/has_website_url/anyof_yes/regions/anyof_Catalonia/tags/not_outside%20tech?showStats=true
https://flanders.dealroom.co/companies.startups/f/all_regions/anyof_Flanders/data_type/anyof_Verified/regions/anyof_Flanders/tags/not_outside%20tech?sort=-valuation
https://app.dealroom.co/companies.startups/f/company_status/not_closed/company_type/not_service%20provider_government%20nonprofit/growth_stages/not_mature/has_website_url/anyof_yes/slug_locations/anyof_estonia_lithuania_latvia/tags/not_outside%20tech?showStats=true
https://app.dealroom.co/companies.startups/f/company_status/not_closed/company_type/not_service%20provider_government%20nonprofit/growth_stages/not_mature/has_website_url/anyof_yes/slug_locations/anyof_portugal/tags/not_outside%20tech?showStats=true


Source: Dealroom.co. (1) Existing and new startups discovered by Dealroom, founded since 2011.

Flanders’ ecosystem is growing faster than most of its neighbours, second 
only to Germany.

Germany

Flanders

Luxembourg

EU27 - average

United Kingdom

Belgium - average

France

+7.5% 

+5.5%

Netherlands

+6.5%

+6.0%

+5.0%

+3.5%

+7.0% 

Ecosystem Growth
annual growth since 2016 in number of new startups(1)

110+ new startups were created every year for the 
past five years in Flanders. 

At over 7% year-on-year growth, Flanders’ ecosystem 
is largely overperforming compared to the European 
average (5.5%) and Belgium’s national average (4.0%). 

Flanders is creating new startups at a pace reflected a 
few years back in today’s leading European 
ecosystems including the UK 10 years ago, or France 
and the Netherlands 5 years ago. 

+4.0%



But Flanders lags behind in terms of VC investment, raising just over half 
the EU per capita average. 

Source: Dealroom.co  
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VC Investment density in and around Flanders 
VC investment per capita, 2021

North Rhine-Westphalia €25

https://app.dealroom.co/transactions.rounds/f/growth_stages/not_mature/launch_year_min/anyof_1990/regions/anyof_North%20Rhine-Westphalia/rounds/not_GRANT_SPAC%20PRIVATE%20PLACEMENT/tags/not_outside%20tech?showStats=true&sort=-amount&statsType=rounds


▊ Domestic   ▊ Europe ▊ USA   ▊ Asia  ▊ Rest of the World   ▊ Undisclosed Investor 

Source: Dealroom.co  

Domestic investors provide half the funding in early stages and have 
maintained relevance in mid-stage rounds. 

Early stage 
Seed and Series A: €1–15M
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Mid stage 
Series B - €15–50M
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https://app.dealroom.co/transactions.rounds/f/amount_max/anyof_15000000/amount_min/anyof_1000000/growth_stages/not_mature/launch_year_min/anyof_2000/rounds/not_GRANT_SPAC%20PRIVATE%20PLACEMENT/slug_locations/anyof_switzerland/tags/not_outside%20tech?isPercentage=true&showPercentage=true&showStats=YEAR&sort=-amount&statsType=investors
https://app.dealroom.co/transactions.rounds/f/amount_max/anyof_50000000/amount_min/anyof_15000000/growth_stages/not_mature/launch_year_min/anyof_2000/rounds/not_GRANT_SPAC%20PRIVATE%20PLACEMENT/slug_locations/anyof_switzerland/tags/not_outside%20tech?isPercentage=true&showPercentage=true&showStats=YEAR&sort=-amount&statsType=investors
https://flanders.dealroom.co/transactions.rounds/f/all_regions/anyof_Flanders/growth_stages/not_mature/launch_year_min/anyof_2000/regions/anyof_Flanders/rounds/anyof_SEED_SERIES%20A_not_GRANT_SPAC%20PRIVATE%20PLACEMENT/tags/not_outside%20tech?showScale=percentage&showStats=YEAR&statsType=investor-location
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dealroom.co/reports/flanders-startup-ecosystem-2022

Zhong Xu
Co-founder and CEO 

Deliverect

Michel Casselman
General Manager 

PMV

Felix Van de Maele
CEO 

Collibra

Katleen Verleysen
CEO 

miDiagnostic

Tom Vanhoutte
Partner 

imec.xpand



Slides met krantenartikel



Visit Flanders’ startup
database to explore the 
Flanders tech ecosystem 
in greater depth. 

The first open digital database covering startups, scaleups 

and funding in Flanders. 

The platform catalogues the collective regional tech 

ecosystem, covering areas such as newly founded and 

scaling companies, funding, investors, accelerators, and 

job opportunities.
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https://flanders.dealroom.co

https://businessintelligence.odenseseedandventure.dk/intro
https://datacommons.technation.io/intro
https://flanders.dealroom.co/dashboard?applyDefaultFilters=true
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